Stick to it 


Editor, The Sun, Sir — Bob 
Hunter, in his column for July 
22, appears to be saying that 
unless (Canadians begin to 
accept the standards of the 
hippie “‘counter-culture,”’ they 
will fall into a “deadly trap” 
and suffer “destructive 
chaos.” He claims that the 
U.S. has already fallen into 
this trap and that it is now in 
a state of ‘‘civil war.” 

In other words, he is threat- 
ening Canada: Accept our 
values or we hippies will 
make it so hot for you that 
you’ll wish you had. 

As a U.S, citizen and a 
former resident of Berkeley, 
California, I can assure you 
that if there 1s a civil war in 
the U.S., it must be the mild- 
est one in history. In all the 
“destructive chaos,” usually 
-the only people who get hurt 
are the chaos-makers them- 
selves and a few policemen. 

The average person is not 
noticeably affected. 

I taught at Berkeley during 
some of the worst riots there 
and not one of my classes was 
disrupted. In other words, the 
threats are just a lot of hot 
air. 


The middle class has little 
to fear from any disruption or 
violence that the counter-cul- 
ture may create. The thing to 
be feared is that the counter- 
culture — and its sympathiz- 
ers in the mass media — may 
brainwash the middle class 
into abandoning its own mora] 
standards and becoming 
hippie itself. 

So don’t let Bob Hunter 
frighten you. If you are wor- 
ried about the hippies, then 
the best thing you can do is 
stick fast to your own moral 
standards and live up to them. 

Please note: I am not advo- 
cating repressive measures 
against hippies. I am merely 
advising the middle class not 
to let the hippie culture influ- 
ence them — especially not by 
threats. 
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